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R-U-P Recordkeepin2 Chan2es
The u.S. Department of Agriculture delayed the effective date for the amended changes to the
recordkeepingrequirements for Certified Applicators of Federally Restricted-Use Products until August 1,
1995. The changes were to have taken effect May 11, 1995. The USDA delayed the effective date to
allow industry more time to adjust to the changes. Amendments include reducing the time to record a
restricted-use product application from 30 days to 14 days; changing the way locations for spot
applications are recorded; clarifying access to and release of records for medical treatment; and clarifying
the provisions for penalties.
EPA Revises Policy for Bulk Delivery to End Users
EPA will no longer require that end users have an EPA Establishment Number or require written
authorization from registrants in order for retailers to deliver bulk pesticide to end users. EPA believes
registration should not be required because the end users do not repackage the bulk products.
WPS Relabelin2 Deadline
Everyone that I know is anticipating problems meeting the October 23, 1995 deadline for the sale and
distribution of products without appropriate WPS labeling. The best advice that I can offer our Farm
Center customers is to try to minimizethe carry-over of inventory from this season. Confusion will be the
word to describe the efforts to relabel existing inventories. EPA may allow these products to be stored at
the retail site after October 23, 1995 so long as labels are applied before sale or distribution. Please work
with your distributors and manufacturers to avoid the potential regulatory pitfalls which will arise from not
relabelingproduct properly or at all.
Cross Contamination Update
EPA has presented a proposed policy to establish a tiered approach for setting thresholds for contaminants.
In summary, EPA has proposed allowing up to 1,000 ppm of another product registered for the same site,
100 ppm for any other products, and no allowable trace levels for the sulfonylureas, imidazolinones, and
flumetsulam herbicides. Knowing that 10,000 ppm equals 1 percent, it is not difficult to see the degree of
"clean"that will be expected. While I believe there will be some additional flexibility incorporated into the
final outcome, I would recommendthe use of dedicated containers as well as other measures to eliminate
cross contamination.
Welcome Aboard!
We would like to extend a big welcometo our newest customers from Crop Production Services, Inc.. We
are very pleased to announce the expansion of our services beyond the three original Divisions that we
started with in 1991. It is very rewarding for us to have the opportunity to expand within a fine system
such as CPS. All the Asmark staff is excited about the expansion and look forward to working with the
new locations.

Hazmat Rel?:istrationRenewalTime

.

If you are registered with DOT's Research and Special Programs Administration (RSPA), you should have
received a reminderto renew your registration prior to July I, 1995 for the 1995-96 year. Cost is $300 per
year for shippers or offerors of certain hazardous materials. Don't forget to make a copy of your
registration and place it in all vehicles covered by the requirement. Please call if you have questions.
US DOT Number Please......
We have been getting an unusually large number of calls asking about "US DOT" numbers. The official
answer is YES. Department of Transportation officials have confirmed that each commercial motor
vehicle operated in a fleet considered to be an "interstate" operation must display the company identity and
location as well as the words "US DOT" in front of their number.
Example:

Smith Farm Supply, Inc.
Sandville, TN
US DOT 555555

The lettering must be of a size sufficient to be read at a distance of 50 feet. You are probably subject to
this requirement if any of your vehicles (or any of the vehicles in your company's fleet) cross state lines.
New Shippinl?:Paper Requirement
The Hazardous Material Transportation Authorization Act of 1994 include an amendment which was
mandated by Congress. This amendment requires all companies who offer transportation of hazardous
materials or carry hazardous materials to keep a copy (or electronic image) of the shipping document of
each delivery at the principal place of business of the carrier or shipper for a period of at least one year.
The final rule will be issued by the Research and Special Programs Administration (RSPA) and will appear
in the Federal Register. The shipping documents must be available for federal, state and/or local
govemment authorities upon request. No longer does the shipping document serve it's purpose once the
shipment has arrived at the destination, but instead the document may become the object of inspection for
up to a year after being generated. Farm Centers will want to take a long hard look at their current system
for generating shipping documents. Does your system ensure that an accurate and complete shipping
document is prepared for each shipment of hazardous materials transported or offered for transportation by
your facility?
Conl?:ratulationsto Cecilia Farm Service
Our congratulations go out to Cecilia Farm Service, Inc. of Cecilia, Kentucky for their selection as State
Winner for Kentucky and one of the top eight Regional Winners in DuPont's Environmental Respect
Awards Program. The program, now in it's fifth year, honors environmental stewardship among U.S.
agrichemical dealers. The manager, Dennis Parrett, will receive a cash award of $2,500 at a reception in
Washington D.C. in late July. Criteria for the selection of winners was based on the proper design, storage
and handling of agrichemicals as well as leadership in environmental stewardship. Congratulations to
Dennis, Greg and all the employeeswho are members of their team.
Hutson AI?:Service Becomes TVA Model Site
Congratulations are also in order for Hutson Ag Service, Inc. located in Jackson, Tennessee for their
selectionas a TVA Model Demonstration Site. Bill Pearson and his team have been busy preparing for the
upcoming open house scheduled for July 27, 1995. The open house will be held in conjunction with the
Milan No-Till Field Day and is expected to draw quite a crowd including the Governor of Tennessee and
Vice President Al Gore. Our congratulations go out to Bill, Donita, Alan and the rest of their team for their
leadership and involvementin this project.
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We're On The Move!

.

There are a lot of exciting things going on at Asmark right now and we wanted to be the first to share them
with you. First, I would like to express our appreciation for your continued support because without your
input many of the following projects wouldn't be possible. We have always asked for your input and
thoughts and I am proud to say that many of the projects that we are working on now are the direct result
of your ideas. Those ideas have been put to action and we are excited to announce:

Randy Lawrence will join Allen and Susan Summers as a partner in Asmark, Inc. Randy has proved to be
a very valuable and committed employeeto the business and will work into the organizational structure as a
full partner. While this partnership has several advantages, it will help ensure the stability of the business
should something happen to one of the other partners.
Two new videos are being produced for the 1996 season. Based upon the positive feedback that we have
received in regards to the new video-based training program, we will add a Worker Protection Standard
video and a Hazardous Materials (HM-126F) training video to our collection. Both videos should be
finished and ready for distribution sometimearound November of this year.
Asmark will be movingto a new location this fall. We have outgrown our old office and will be relocating
to a new facility in Owensboro, Kentucky around November 1st. We have designed the building ourselves
and incorporated many of the features that you would want into it such as fireproof storage for file records.
It may sound trivial, but we are looking forward to relocating near our printers and having close access to
mail, UPS, FedEx and other services such as trash removal.
A large training room will be an integral part of the new office facility. We will use this room as the
location for our training performed in Owensboro. We are preparing to offer the courses that many of you
have requested. "Train the Trainer" type courses will be offered to management to enhance the quality of
the video-based training. The training area will be used to provide classroom instruction in addition to the
hands-on exercises required with the 24 and 40 hour OSHA emergency response courses. OSHA requires
1-2 people trained to these levels at every location. We are contracting with instructors to provide 6-8
weeks of this training per year over a three year period.
In the future it will become increasingly more important that you let us know how we can improve or
expand our services to better fit your needs. We consider ourselves very fortunate to have the opportunity
to service your compliance needs. As always, we appreciate your business!
Deadline Approachin2: for Groundwater Protection Plans
We are right on schedule in the preparation of the Groundwater Protection Plans for each of the Kentucky
facilities. We are using the KFACA's Generic Groundwater Protection Plan as approved by the Division
of Water. We have supplemented the generic plan with the appropriate wording to support the activities
such as fuel tanks, floor drains, etc. found at each specific location. We plan to mail the finished plans just
prior to the August 24th deadline.
Forklift Operator Trainin2:
OSHA has issued a proposed rule to enhancethe training required for operators of forklifts, endloaders and
other powered industrial trucks. The training would include a combination of classroom instruction
(lecture, videotapes or discussion) and practical training experiences such as demonstrations or exercises.
A periodic evaluation of each operator's performance would be required. Passage of this proposed rule is
expected in the fall of 1995.

Traininl?:Proposed for Entry Level Drivers
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) is expected to announce a proposal to require training for
entry-level drivers of commercial motor vehicles. Look for increased emphasis on the qualifications and
training required for new operators as the FHWA examines this issue.
The Future of Computer Based Traininl?:
Computer based training (CBT) is becoming more common in many industries. This tool solves tough
training problems for some trainers and companies by providing quality training at the student's pace of
learning. Computer based training is an interactive learning experience between a learner and a computer
in which the computer provides most of the stimulus, the learner responds, and the computer analyzes the
response and provides feedback to the learner. We see this type of training as a way to provide consistent,
high quality training in a relatively short time. Mandated training requirements are documented as the
student exits the computer program. While CBT plays only the smallest part in Farm Center training
today, we envision that it will be an effective and popular tool in the future. At Asmark, we can see that
this type of training holds promise for our Farm Centers and we are working towards the development of
this type of training program. We would appreciate any thought or input that you may have on this
subject.
WPS Liability Addressed
Complaints about the burdens of EPA's Worker Protection Standard were discussed recently in a Senate
hearing, in which an EPA official said farmers would not be held liable for worker harm under the WPS if
the worker was properly trained and was provided protective equipment, but did not use it. Dr. Lynn
Goldman, EPA's assistant administrator for prevention, pesticides and toxic substances, said that the
worker then bears the responsibility.
Phosdrin Deadline Approachinl?:
November 30, 1995 is the last date that existing inventories of Phosdrin can be sold or used with the
existing labeling. Products in the hands of dealers and distributors are to be relabeled to provide additional
safeguards and prohibit the use of Phosdrin in greenhouses and on grapes.
Kentucky Chanl?:esExpiration Dates for Private Applicator Cards
Mr. Ron Egnew, Director of the Kentucky Division of Pesticides recently announced the change of
expiration date of all private applicator certifications to coincide with the fiscal year as opposed to the
calendar year. Effective immediately, the April announcement allowed retailers to sell restricted-use
products through June 30, 1995 to those farmers with certification cards (yellow) dated 12-31-94. New
cards have been or will be issued to reflect the new expiration dates. Retailers of restricted-use pesticides
should beware of the 6-30-95 deadline and be on their guard for expired cards. Recent Division of
Pesticide inspections have yielded numerous fines for selling R-U-Ps to farmers with expired cards or
unauthorized personnel.
Proper Samplinl?:of Liquid Fertilizer
The Office of the Indiana State Chemist has issued a letter which requests the cooperation of each liquid
fertilizer facility. Obtaining representative samples from tanks that are plumbed together using a manifold
system is presenting a problem. The OISC is requesting your cooperation when obtaining samples by
installing sampling ports on each tank or by making it a policy to pump enough product through the
plumbing (into a nurse tank or mobile container) to ensure a representative sample is taken the first time.
Your cooperation will be appreciated.

WPS: Final Amendment
The EPA announced on April 27th that five regulatory actions have been taken to revise the Worker
Protection Standard (WPS). These actions were in response to concerns regarding flexibility and the
potential for economic loss or hardship. The April amendmentsmodify the WPS as follows:
Training Requirements:
Beginning on January 1, 1996, employers must provide brief pesticide safety information to untrained
agricultural workers before they enter treated areas. Employers must be able to verify compliance with this
requirement as well as ensure their workers have been fully trained in pesticide safety within five days after
they begin work. (Was 15 days)

Exemption for Crop Advisors:
Crop advisors are trained specialists who advise fam1erson appropriate pest control strategies. Under this
exemption, certified or licensed crop advisors and persons under their direct supervision are exempt from
the restrictions on entering treated areas while they are perfom1ingcrop advisory tasks. Persons must have
receivedpesticide safety training to be eligible for the exemption.
Exception for "Limited Contact" Activities:
This exception would allow workers to enter treated areas during REI's to perforn1 certain activities that
would involve relatively little exposure, or limited contact, with treated surfaces. Workers must be
provided with prE and the length oftime in treated areas must not exceed 8 hours in any 24 hour period.
Exception for Irrigation Activities:
This exception allows irrigation workers to enter treated areas during REI's. Workers must be provided
with prE and the length of time in treated areas must not exceed 8 hours in any 24 hour period.
Reduced REIs:
EPA has identified 114 relatively low risk pesticide active ingredients as candidates for reduced REIs.
Products containing these active ingredients are eligible for reduced REIs, from 12 hours to 4 hours. We
have obtained the list from EPA and upon review, have detennined that there are only half a dozen active
ingredientsthat we use that would benefit from this action. Fusilade DX, Roundup, Pursuit, Accent, Ally
and Pinnacle appear on the list.
Re2:ulatory "Corrections Day" Good Idea!
The House voted to allow a 3/5 majority to quickly repeal burdensome and unnecessary regulations
brought up on the House floor. "Corrections" bills would first have to be approved by the appropriate
committee, and then would be protected from amendments once they reach the House floor. Many expect
the "Corrections Day" exposure would prompt agenciesto take action on their own.
More State Environmental Audit Privile2:eLaws
Texas became the 14th state to protect the results of environn1entalaudits as privileged inforn1ation. Texas
now joins the states of AR,ID,IL,IN,KS,KY,MN,MS,OR,UT,VA and WY who already have audit
privilege laws. Bills are pending in CA,FL,LA,MA,NE,NJ,NC,OH,Rl,SC and WI. Bills have been
rejected in GA,HI,IA,MD,MO,MT and WV; tabled until 1996 in NH,OK and TN and; vetoed in AZ. Bills
are expectedthis year in AL,DE,MI, and PA. For those facilities who undergo an internal audit, the audit
privilege laws provide extra incentive to identify and correct deficiencies without fear of the information
getting into the wrong hands. OSHA recently announce reduced penalties for employers who use audits to
improve the safety of the workplace.

Delaney Clause Update
A strict enforcement of the Delaney Clause could lead to the cancellation of 85 uses of 38 pesticide active
ingredients. The Delaney Clause's zero-risk standard for carcinogenic pesticide residues has EPA, as
agreed to in a court settlement to begin the process of reviewing the 85 uses for possible cancellation. The
crops most affected by the potential cancellations are potatoes, apples and sugarcane, which account for
55% of the crop uses.
Risk Mana2:ement Plan Rule Expected
A proposed rule requiring the development and implementation of Risk Management Plans (RMP's) is
expected in March of 1996. RMP's are designed to be site-specific plans to prevent the accidental releases
at facilities which manufacture, process, use, store or handle regulated substances which exceed set
thresholds. The proposed RMP requires a hazard assessment, a prevention program, a response program
and a Risk Management Plan. There are an estimated 5,000 to 6,000 retail sites nationwide with
anhydrous ammonia or aqua ammonia stored in quantities which exceed the threshold level. The threshold
level is set at 10,000 pounds for anhydrous ammonia. Compliance with the rule is due within 3 years of
the publication date of the final rule. The responsibility of administration will most likely be set at the state
emergencyplanning commission level.
DOT Freezes Annual Hazmat Re2:istration Fee
Responding to industry comments, DOT's Research and Special Programs Administration (RSPA)
proposed fee increase has been put on hold. RSPA's proposal would have raised fees in a tiered approach
based on material and volume shipped. The Agricultural Retailers Association calculated that many
retailers would have seen their annual feejump from $300 to $2,500.

