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Movin.Movin.Moved!
We've officially completed the move to the new location in Owensboro. Everyone is tired but excited about
the move to the new facility. We appreciate everyone's cooperation while we were making the transition
and hope that we didn't inconvenience anyone in the process. Please don't hesitate to call on us now that we

are at our new location. We have included our new business cards for your card file.

.

A WelcoDleAddition!
We would like to take this opportunity to welcomeAmanda Ashby to our staff at Asmark. Amanda comes
to us with considerable experience with agricultural equipmentleases. Amanda has undertaken the task of
creating a database file for each agrichemical sold by one of our customers. The file will contain a physical
copy of the most recent Material Safety Data Sheet and Product Label. Amanda will maintain the file by
product for use in printing MSDS and label books. Copies of the product labels and MSDS will be
available for use by our customers. We're sure glad to have Amanda on board and hope that her skills will
help us service your needs better.
Video Available for Groundwater Protection Plan Trainin2
This video presents an excellent message about the routine occurrences at facilities which contribute to
contamination and pollution. It is our video of choice to help the Kentucky facilities comply with the
training requirements found in their Groundwater Protection Plan. We have added 25 copies of this film to
our library for use by our customers. This video will be shipped by request only. We can ship the video
and documentation sheets with a few days notice. Siskel and Ebert would even give this one two thumbs
up.
Kev WPS Deadline Passes
Is every product in your current inventory accompanied by a WPS label? Congratulations if you can
answer with a Yes, but if your answer was anything else you should:

- Identify the products in your inventory that are not in compliance; and
- Obtain an accurate count on the number of containers; and
- Contact your manufacturer or distributor for one of the following:
1) shipment of the product back to them; or
2) arrange for their personnel to come to your facility for relabeling; or
3) arrange for the appropriate number of labels to be sent for you to
relabel the product.
Non-WPS product other than minibulk or bulk can be custom applied by a dealer or one of their employees
provided none of the product is left behind for the customer. More information can be obtained by calling
the WPS Task Force at 800-713-2291 or the appropriate manufacturers representative.

Hazardous Materials Re1!1llationsRevised
Hl\1-2l5A is the latest in a series offmal rules which amends the Hazardous Materials Regulations (HMR)
to maintain alignment with the provisions of international standards. It was 1990 when the United States
first began to convert over to the United Nations (UN) recommendations for the transportation of
hazardous materials. You may remember several of the changes such as inhalation hazard decals, new
placards and the host of revised shipping descriptions which have been required by October 1st over the
past few years. Compliance with Hl\1-2l5A is required by October 1, 1996. We expect Hl\1-2l5A will
have a significant effect on the agricultural products that we handle. One major area of change will be the
incorporation of "generic" shipping name terminology such as acidic, organic, basic and inorganic into the
description for some of the hazard classes.
Dishonorable Mention
Labor Secretary Reich cited a Bureau of Labor Statistic identifying farm worker deaths (261) as being
second only to truck driver deaths (762) among the total fatal injuries in 1994. He used the statistic as part
of an appeal asking legislators not to cut back OSHA enforcementfunding.
You Never Know Till You Try
A small but very beneficial piece of legislation that would exempt vehicles under 26,000 pounds from the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations passed the House 419-7 only to stall in the Senate. The
provision remains part of the National Highway Bill for now, but sources indicate that it will be "highly
unlikely" that the provision make it into the fmal rule. Currently Federal regulations require vehicles
weighing over 10,000 pounds GVWR to comply with driver qualification files, vehicle maintenance files
and hours of service reporting.
Hours of Service Update
The Agricultural Retailers Association (ARA) has spent countless hours seeking relief from the "hours of
service" rules. Currently the provisions are under discussion on the Senate side and the ARA continues to
push for a positive fmal outcome. Our source indicates this provision has a reasonably good chance of
clearing all the hurdles in a beneficial form.
Hoosier Reminder
Existing field erected fertilizer storage tanks constructed prior to July 6, 1991 with a capacity of 100,000
gallons or more have until July 6, 1996 to comply with the Indiana State Chemist's secondary containment
rules. If you're not already in negotiations with a qualified liner, bladder or earthen containment contractor,
you may be too late.
Recurrent Trainin1! Reminder
If you were last trained, tested and certified before October 1993, and are a HazMat employee, you are in
need of recurrent training under the DOT Regulations. Please check your most recent certification for the
last training date for the Hazardous Materials (Hl\1l26F) training. Special Note: It will become very
important with the recent developments that you and your employees become proficient in all aspects of
handling the hazardous materials found at your facility. The requirement to retain a copy of all shipping
documents for a year will provide physical evidenceof your facilities level of expertise.

RO Set for Trifluralin

.

EP A has published it's long awaited list of revised and new RQ's. There are 52 new compounds which will
be added to the list as a result of the Clean Air Act. RQ's will be revised for another 11 hazardous waste
compounds. Trifluralin and chloramben appear to be the only agricultural chemicals on the new list. The
reportable quantity for trifluralin has been set at 10 pounds which is a relatively low amount for a product
that we use in such large quantities.

CDL Alcohol and Dru2: Testin2:
Employers of fewer than 50 drivers who hold a CDL will be required to comply with the new drug and
alcohol testing rules on January 1, 1996. Employers of 50 CDL drivers or more should have been in
compliancethis past January 1, 1995. The requirements for implementinga legal drug and alcohol testing
program are very involved and include pre-employment and random testing along with a written program,
training and confidential documentation of compliance. Asmark does not provide these services but can at
your request recommend qualified organizations to assist you with this chore. We recommend you secure a
vendor as soon as possible to meet the January 1st deadline.
New Internet Resource Available Soon
Asmark will soon be on-line with the futernet, a unique resource for all sorts of information as well as
electronic mail. Your requests prompted us to check into the potential that being on-line holds. The
futernet can reduce your phone and postage expenses as well as provide an efficient way to exchange
information. No more telephone tag or being put on hold. We would like your input. Please call Susan
and let her know if this service would or potentially could be of serviceto you.
EPA Cracks Down on Reportin2: Accidental Releases
EPA officials have fined 18 companies in 14 states a total of $1.4 million for failure to promptly notify
local, state and federal authorities about accidental releases of anhydrous ammonia, chlorine and other
hazardous substances. Some of the companies delayed as long as 78 days before contacting authorities,
others never even bothered to report even though some cases required community evacuations and hospital
treatment. fudividual filles ranged from $6,000 to $277,000.
SIC Code System To Be Overhauled
The Office of Management and Budget is leading the effort to draft a new North American fudustry
Classification System (NAICS) during the fall of 1995. The system is designed to replace the existing
Standard fudustrial Classification (SIC) by January 1997. The goal and intent of the new NAICS will be
to make it easier to understand and analyze the economies of Canada, Mexico and the United States.
Special Note: This article caught my eye because it just may provide an avenue for the various regulatory
agencies to expand their jurisdiction. Example: EPA has tried several times unsuccessfully to expand the
SARA 313 reporting requirements into SIC Codes other than the current range from 20-39. A remodeled
SIC system would require EPA to revise it's regulations to coincide with the new system. EPA's revision
process could provide them an opportunity to expand their jurisdiction and should be scrutinized closely. I
would strongly recommend that you closely review any information crossing your desk concerning your
SIC code or the new NAICS.
REWARD OFFERED!
Asmark will pay a negotiated reward to anyone who can supply us with a copy of John Wiley's #2 CPCR
label book. This is the big green label book found at most of the farm centers. The copy must be in good
condition. Please call Allen if you have one of these books and would like to part with it.

It's Not Just the Thou2:htThat Counts!

.

It seems simple enough. When an OSHA compliance officer hands you a poster to hang in your
workplace, you clear an appropriate space on the wall and put it up, right? In 1990, over 5,000 employers
received citations for failure to hang posters. But just one employer failed to do so in the third quarter of
fiscal year 1995, OSHA says.
More Proposed WPS Chan2:es
The EPA published a proposed rule in the September 29, 1995 Federal Register that would reduce the
amount of time that decontamination sites are required for the 114 pesticides with a 4 hour REI; and
authorize a second language (other than Spanish) to appear on a WPS warning sign. Comments are
sought, but these changes would not affect the average dealer.
1996 1*PASS Pro2:ram Announced
Our Purchasing Alliance for Safety Supplies or 1*PASS program gives our customers the convenience of
established accounts with all the savings found in a group purchase. The" 1" stands for our commitmentto
making it both easy and convenient for you to get quality equipment at the best price - on your first
attempt. The 1*PASS program helps to eliminate time consuming shopping by phone. You can expect
discounts of 40-70% off most retail prices. We are proud to announce that the 1996 program will again be
available through Stagg Equipment located in Evansville. Call Debbie at 800-343-9505 with your orders
or questions or give us a call at Asmark and we will place the order for you. We have included a list of the
"most ordered" items as an attachment at the end of this newsletter. The list also references the Stagg
Catalog page number for your convenience.

