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Emer1!ency Response Course Update
Response to this course has been great for the second year in a row. The number of courses
offered for 1997 has been expanded from four to six. Currently we have four openings left to fill
all the classes. All participants registered in the July, August and September courses have been
mailed their confirmation packets. If you have meant to register for one of these courses and
haven't gotten around to it yet, you may want to contact Randy at Asmark before all classes
become full.
Scan-a-Raffia '97
Imagine all the fun you could have scanning about 100,000 training certificates onto CD-ROM at
the average rate of one per minute. We began this monumental task on June 1st and expect it to
take us at least four months. The goal is to audit our existing "hard copy" file and scan each
location's training documentation onto CD-ROM. Each certificate will be indexed by the
employee's social security number and topic of training allowing for a quick and deliberate
retrieval. The addition of the CD-ROM capability to our existing system will enable us to
provide our customers with a choice of up to three ways to access their training documentation in
a timely and accurate manner.
A Very Special Thank You!
To all our friends at Hutson Company and Hutson Ag Service goes a very special "Thank You".
The Hutson locations were our very first "retainer" customers and have been instrumental (some
use the term guinea pigs) in the development of our program over the years. We've been blessed
with great customers and rank the Hutson group right at the top. We wish you the best of luck as
you work into the IMC AgriBusiness, Inc. system. We appreciate your business and look forward
to working with you as part of the IMC group.
New for 1998!
The Asmark Compliance Manual has undergone a thorough review and the 1998 update will
include a new format, laminated tabs, a bigger binder and background information for some of
the new regulatory requirements. The contents of the new manual will appear in alphabetical
order for easy use. We will update and replace your Compliance Manual on our next annual
compliance visit.
New Physical Cards
The D.O.T. has updated the Medical Examiner's Certificate or "physical card" by including a
space for the doctor to qualify the driver under the provisions of 49 CFR 391.64 (Grandfathering
for certain drivers participating in vision and diabetes waiver study programs). Existing cards
will be acceptable until their expiration date at which time the doctor must use the revised
physical card.

OSHA Revises Forklift Standard
Prompted by criticism of the vague language in the current standard, OSHA has clarified the
minimum requirements for training operators of powered industrial trucks. Revisions to the
standard go into effect September 1, 1997 and require employers to explain the similarities and
differences between powered industrial trucks and automobiles. Operators must be trained and
understand 3 and 4 point suspensions and the importance of a truck's center of gravity.
Employers must also train each operator regarding specific workplace-related and truck-related
topics and are required to document that training has occurred and operators have demonstrated
competency.
Tips for Used Oil
In most cases, used oil can be recycled and is not considered a hazardous waste when it is sent
off-site for the purposes of recycling. When managing your used oil, keep these tips in mind:
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Label all used oil storage containers "Used Oil" and not "Waste Oil".
Never mix anything with your used oil.
Keep containers sealed and free of precipitation or other contaminants.

Chiropractors Get Thumbs Up
The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet has announced that Chiropractors will be added to the list
of medical professionals qualified to perform physical examinations required by CFR 49 Part 391
(DOT Physicals). Sufficient evidence to support the announcement was provided by the
Chiropractor Association.
New Videos Underway
Asmark is proud to announce the production of three new safety training videos for 1998. The
new videos are scheduled to be finished by December and will cover the following topics:
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Anhydrous Ammonia Safety is geared to the needs of the typical retail Farm
Center. This video is designed for use with new employees as well as the
experienced handler. It has been produced to help fulfill the DOT function-specific
training requirements for ammonia and the new EPA Risk Management Plan training
requirements concerning process safety. Brian Miller with Crop Production
Services basically wrote this script and saw it through the technical review process.
We appreciate all Brian's help with this project. (30 min.)
Driving Tank Trucks is a short and concise video designed for the employees who
operate liquid nurse trucks or other tank trucks around a Farm Center. Prompts
viewers to consider their actions before finding themselves in a dangerous situation.
(14 min.)
Safe Electrical Operations presents the basic information that each employee
should know on the topic of electrical safety. Informative and covers the basic
OSHA training requirements. (22 min.)

Talking Pesticide Labels
The EPA has been searching for a way to insure the end-users of pesticides have the proper
directions and safety information for the product before attempting to apply it. The EPA is
exploring ideas that could allow recorded audio messages to accompany the product and be
activated to reinforce directions for safe and proper use as well as the storage and disposal of
pesticide-related products.

Shipping Paper Retention Requirements
In case you missed it, shippers and carriers are required by law [Section 5110 (e) of the
Hazardous Materials Transportation Act Amendments of 1994] to retain shipping papers on file
for one year after the hazardous materials described on them are no longer in transportation.
While DOT hasn't yet acted to include this requirement in 49CFR, they still can enforce the
provisions of the law and we have had an instance where an auditor requested this information.
For What It's Worth....
DOT's Research and Special Programs Administration (RSPA) recently issued an interpretation
prohibiting use of the word "class" in conjunction with the class/division number in the basic
shipping description on shipping documents. We couldn't help but noticing that several CDL
manuals and even some of the educational materials prepared by the DOT include the word
"class". In checking this out we found several manufacturers that still support the use of the
descriptive word. If you encounter any problems using the word "class" in your shipping
descriptions please contact our office.
New System For Selecting Companies to Audit
The way Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) officials select which motor carriers will be
audited has changed to a new performance-based system. The FHWA will use "SafeStat" to
assess a company based on it's past 30 month record of accidents, driver and vehicle violations
and enforcement actions involving violations of the rules considered to be most essential to onthe-road safety. Accident history is the most important measure of safety and is weighted
accordingly in the evaluation process. SafeStat was successfully field-tested in Indiana, Iowa and
Minnesota.
It Takes a Person....
A recent interpretation by OSHA emphasizes the need for a person to supplement certain types of
video training such as Bloodbome Pathogens. While the agency reinforced their opinion that
video training is "certainly appropriate" as an aid in a company's overall training program, they
point out that training must be supplemented with certain site-specific information and a chance
for question and answer with the trainer. OSHA inspectors typically test the effectiveness and
adequacy of training on a case-by-case basis using employee interviews, observing the employee
at work and reviewing training materials such as computer programs, videos, audiotapes and
printed materials. Taking a few extra moments to add this personal touch to your training can
make a considerable difference in the retention rate of your employees.
Indiana Revises Spill Reporting
The Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) has replaced its spill reporting
rule with a new regulation that more clearly describes what is expected ITomthe spiller. Here are
some of the highlights of the new regulation:
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All spills must be cleaned-up.
All spills resulting in injury to humans or animals must be reported.
All spills which damage water must be reported.
Spills of less than one pound or one pint are not reportable.
Reporting requirements are linked directly to the location of the spill.
Reportable spills must be reported within two hours by calling 888-233-7745.
Written reports to follow-up the initial call may be required.

For more information on the new rule, contact Cyndi Wagner, IDEM Emergency Response
Branch at 317-308-3039. Copies of the new rule are also available on a limited basis.
Unreported HazMat Incidents Become Priority
The DOT has announced that it is becoming more aggressive about penalizing companies that fail
to report incidents involving hazardous materials. The DOT has announced that it will use
contacts with state agencies and news clipping services to insure that no incidents go unreported.
Failure to report a reportable incident will result in an automatic $3,000 fine and if the company
fights the fine and loses, the fine will be doubled.
HM-200 Relief Possible
Representatives from Indiana, Illinois and Michigan have introduced The Agricultural
Transportation Relief Act of 1997 (H.R. 1619) to push back the regulatory effects of HM-200
from the upcoming compliance date of October 1, 1997 to either October 1, 1999 or until the
Hazardous Materials Transportation Act is reauthorized, whichever comes later.
DOT to Simplify Some Requirements
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) is expected to announce the latest phase of their
five-year effort to evaluate and overhaul some of the core regulations. The announcement on the
latest phase of revisions is expected any day and will help simplify the DOT rules by:
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officially allowing motor carriers with multiple locations to maintain records such as
driver qualification files and driver logs at regional locations.
clarify the definition of interstate commerce.
clarify the requirement for motor carriers to obtain driver's driving records on an
annual basis.
delete the requirement that a road test be performed for the driver qualification file.
clarify how warning devices must be placed when a commercial motor vehicle is
stopped on the highway.

Atrazine Setback Relaxed
The EPA recently announced atrazine setback changes. The new EPA requirements allow
growers to apply atrazine or cyanazine around tile inlets without a setback if: (1) the herbicide is
incorporated immediately to a depth of two to three inches; or (2) the products are used in no-till
practices combined with high crop residue management practices. If either of these practices is
not followed, the previous 66 foot setback around standpipes would remain in effect.
Safety Ratin2 System Scrapped
A recent ruling by the U.S. Court of Appeals noted that the FHWA had not properly developed a
means of deciding whether motor carriers meet federal safety requirements. Less than 24 hours
later, the FHWA announced that it would no longer issue safety ratings for the three levels of
"Satisfactory", "Conditional" and "Unsatisfactory". According to the court, the FHWA has not
published and enforced it's regulations in a way that would enable motor carriers to determine
just what standards they would have to meet in order to attain a satisfactory rating.
UST Deadline Approaching
EPA estimates that as many as 60% of the nation's two million underground storage tanks (UST)
may not be in compliance with the December 22, 1998 deadline rules. EPA is reinforcing their
message that there will be no extensions for the approaching deadline. EPA maintains that all
UST's must be closed, replaced or upgraded in compliance with the deadline.

Tennessee A2Ticultural Exemption from Hours of Service
This exemption does not apply to a driver operating Interstate (crossing state line) or operating
outside the 100 air mile radius of the branch or depot location. The drivers are exempted fi-om
the Maximum Driving Time, in Part 395.3 of the FMCSR's only and must comply with all other
regulations. The drivers are not required to have a record of duty status (daily work hours) in
their possession while driving. According to the Tennessee Department of Safety to take the
exemption, it must be planting and/or harvesting season in the area that you are operating in.
Should you have a driver get stopped and issued a citation, notify Sergeant Moore at the
Tennessee Department of Safety, Commercial Motor Carrier Enforcement in Nashville, IN. The
phone number is 615-251-5197.
Note: This article was reprinted exactly as we received it. We recommend that you keep this
information on file for use at a later time. Also, we have been informed that Tennessee does not
have a designated growing season and different parts of the state have different growing and
harvesting seasons. We interpret this to mean that the Tennessee exemption could be used at any
time of the year.
Reminder: HazMat Registration
July 1st marked the renewal deadline for the $300 annual registration fee for those companies
who transport or offer for shipment a hazardous material in certain quantities. This message is
designed to "sound familiar" for those who might have missed the deadline. Don't forget to place
a copy of the certificate or at least the registration number in each of your vehicles that will
transport a hazardous material.
Clean Air Standard...Tou2h & Controversial
The EPA is expected to issue the toughest and most controversial rule in the history of the agency
this week. The Clean Air Act rule will modify the current ozone and particulate matter (PM)
health standards of .12 parts per million measured over a one hour period to .08 parts per million
measured over an eight hour period. TIllS WILL AFFECT YOU! President Clinton has
endorsed the rule and promises full support for it's final passage. Congress has 60 days to review
the final rules before they can be implemented. Congressional response has been quick
questioning several key aspects of the rule including the lack of scientific data, authority of the
Clean Air Act to promulgate such a sweeping rule and the basis for the need of such a rule. We
recommend that you read up on this rule, watch it's progress and keep in touch with your
Congressmen.
"TRI" Reportin2 Expanded
Seven new industries of approximately 6,000 facilities will be required to report toxic chemical
information as a result of EPA's recent expansion. The affected industries (with SIC Codes) are
metal mining (10), coal mining (12), electric utilities (4911, 4931, 4939), commercial hazardous
waste treatment (4953), petroleum bulk terminals (5171), chemical wholesalers (5169), and
solvent recovery services (7389). "TRI" reporting has been previously been limited to those
industries with SIC Codes of20 through 39.

