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Seasons Greetings!
As we enter into the holiday season, all of us at Asmark would like to wish you a Merry Christmas and a safe
and prosperous New Year. We appreciate your business and look forward to working with you as we enter
the year 2000.
Public Meeting Requirements for Anhydrous Ammonia Facilities
In August President Clinton signed a bill making changes to EPA'sRisk Management Plan (RMP) rule. The
bill was designed to exempt propane from the rule and prohibit the posting of certain parts of a facility's
RMPon the internet; however, it also contained a new requirement for all covered facilities to communicate
the implications that a release from their facility would have on the public. Companies that employ 100 or
more full-time employees are required to hold a public meeting to provide this information. Companies with
less than 100 full-time employees may post a summary of ~herequired information in a public place, or hold
a public meeting. The public meeting or posting requirement must be met by February 5, 2000. Once you
have fulfilled your public meeting or posting requirement, you must send a letter of certification to the FBI
before June 5, 2000 to document your compliance. Continued... please refer to the last page.
New MSDS Book Update!
The new MSDSbooks are being printed and are scheduled for shipment by January 1st. They contain MSDS
for more than 900 products and have 1,440 pages. In addition to several overall improvements, the total
savings amount to over $22,000 for our clients or approximately $36 a location. Compare for yourself:

Number of MSDS
Number of paqes
UPScosts
Cost of book(s)

New Printed Book
904
1440
2 for $4.08
2 for $58.80

Old 3 Ring Binders
380
1.980
1 for$13.55
1 for $85.15

The new MSDS books will be sold in pairs the first year due to print quantities. Additional copies will be
available for use in additional workplaces or with your Fire Department or LEPc.Please Note: We will still
utilize three-ring binders for Terminals, Implement Dealerships and Propane Facilities due to the
economics. These files should continue to cost less than $30 plus shipping charges.

Watch Those Railroad Crossings
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has increased the severity of the punishment for drivers of
commercial motor vehicles that violate railroad highway-crossing regulations. Drivers could be disqualified
for up to one year and employers would be subject to fines up to $10,000. We recommend you pass this
information on to your drivers.
Relief for KY Overdimension Vehicles
The KFACAhas obtained relief from the requirement to have an escort vehicle lead or follow overdimension
vehicles such as spreader trucks or other application equipment. Overdimension permits are still required for
any vehicle with a width exceeding 96"; however, the provisions of Section 10 (Escort Vehicle, Safety and
Flag Requirements) does not apply if the vehicle or equipment is less than twelve feet wide and is used in
part for off-road use and is not transporting cargo.

Don't Be the ONE!
EPA fined 167 pesticide-producing establishments (farm centers) $5,500 each for failing to submit their
annual Pesticide-Producing Report as required by FIFRA. The good news is that out of the 167 fined in 1999
we are happy to report we had no clients that were fined. The bad news is that each year we "discover"
that an existing client has started repackaging without an establishment number, had bulk product delivered
to another facility to be repackaged for them or hasn't provided us with a true description of how they
handle their bulk product. In any of these type situations, the EPAlevies a more significant fine and is less
likely to work with us to mitigate the problem. You can avoid these type of surprises by letting your EHS
Coordinator or us know when a change in repackaging procedures occurs at your facility.
A Correction is in Order
Our last newsletter was published in August amidst the confusion surrounding the propane exemption from
the Risk Management Plan rule. We interpreted the exemption incorrectly by applying the reporting
threshold of 67,000 pounds that was previously established. The threshold was overwritten when President
Clinton signed the new Act. Therefore the correct interpretation would indeed exempt our retail propane
facilities which derive more than one-half their income from direct sales to the end users. We apologize for
this misinterpretation and any contribution to the confusion that surrounds this issue.
New"PG III" Placard Authorized
Effective this past October 1sta new placard with the letters "PG III" will be allowed for use on placarded
shipments of materials meeting the definition of a Poison hazard class and a Packaging Group III. The new
placard is designed to replace the existing "Harmful - Keep Away From Foodstuffs" placard currently in use.
Either placard can be used until October 1, 2000 at which time the "PG III" placard will be required. We
recommend you continue to match your placards to the language printed on the shipping document until the
deadline.

What is a Facility?
What facilities are covered under the Environmental Protection and Community Right to Know Act (EPCRA)?
T;h_eEPCRArule defines a facility to include stationary structures on a single site, or on contiguous or
a,pjacent sites owned or operated by the same person. For purposes of release reporting under the rule,
n:Jotorvehicles, rolling stock and aircraft are included in the definition of facility. Typically, the only covered
fa'cilities are those that produce, use or store a "hazardous chemical".
Restrictions for Offsite Consequence Analysis (OCA)
When President Clinton signed into law the Chemical Safety Information, Site Security and Fuels Regulatory
Relief Act, he restricted EPAfrom publishing certain information on the internet. The restriction applies to
sections 2, 3, 4 and 5 of the RMP. These sections contain information about the off-site consequences of
"worst case" and "alternative releases" of toxic and flammable substances. The FBI prevented EPA from
making this information public. The only way this information can be made public prior to August 5, 2000 is
by the facility itself. EPAmay not release this information about your facility unless you release it yourself.
If you do release this information through providing the public with copies of your RMP,then you must notify
EPA that you have done so and allow your LEPCand other related people to provide it to the public.
Covered facilities are forbidden from publicly disclosing the information in Sections 2 through 5 by showing
or distributing copies; however, they may communicate orally and answer questions on these sections.
Why Do Customers

Leave?

A study by the Small Business Administration shows there are two other factors more important than price
that can be attributed to the loss of customers. First on the list, 68% of customers said the perception of a
"non-caring" sales staff led them to leave and buy from other businesses. 14% identified dissatisfaction with
the product, followed by 9% citing price as the reason. The SBA'sstudy reinforces that paying attention to
your customers is more than courtesy and common-sense - it also contributes heavily to keeping happy and
satisfied long-term customers. Note: Nothing new here, but well worth mentioning.

Heads Up!
Cleanwater issueswill drive your next roundof significantrulemaking.Keepan eyeon your state'sactivities.

Guidelines for the Public Meeting Requirements
for

Anhydrous Ammonia Facilities
Basic Information

.
.
.
.

Deadline for Public Meeting or Posting is February 5, 2000
Deadline for Certificationto FBIis June 5, 2000
Federal law requires that anyone required to submit a RMPmust communicate their offsite consequence analysis COCA- See newsletterfor more detail) by holdinga public
meeting or by posting a summary of the OCAfor viewing by the public.
Number of full-time employees determine compliance options.

Companiesthat employee 100 or more full-time employees are required to hold a
publicmeeting.
Guidelines for holding a PublicMeeting include:
.

Place an ad in the local newspaper with the meeting information.

. Youmaychoose to join other businessesor your LEPCin holdinga joint meeting.
. Use your executivesummaryas the source of informationto holdyour meeting.

.

Do not pass out copies of your RMPor pages that contain data elements.
Tips:

- Be careful

of conducting

joint meetings

- choose

your associate

carefully.

- Exercisegood judgment in conducting the meeting and in what is said.
- Attendance by the public is not required and this law would be fulfilledif the meeting
was properly announced and conducted.

Companies that employee less than 100 full-time employees may hold a public
meetingor post a summaryof the OCAsin a publicplace.
Guidelines for Posting the summary include:

.
.

Placement of an ad in the newspaper is not required, but is recommended as
documentation.
Posting can occur in any public building,town hall, post office, or other public place.

.

The law doesn't specify an amount of time for posting, but at least 24 hours is

.

recommended.
You may choose to post your executive summary with some added information such as
facility name and address, and contact's name and phone number.
Tips:

- The law is very vague concerning posting, so please take some action to document
your posting.

Certification Letter
Mailbefore June 5, 2000 to:

Director, FBI
Attn: RMP Program - Room 1B327
935 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.c. 20535-0001

