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Seasons Greetings!
Soundssomewhat strange being said in April, but all of us at Asmark wish you the safest and most
prosperousseasonever.
Deadline for RMP Certification is June 5,2000
Reminder! All facilities with a Risk Management Plan (RMP) must send a letter of certification documenting
compliance with the public notice requirement to the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) by June 5, 2000.
The FBI has indicated they are "not pleased" with the early submissions because they were received
incomplete. Submitting incomplete information to any agency is a direct invitation to be contacted and
audited. Tip: Make sure you include the 12 digit Facility Identification Number in your certification.
On The Road Again!
Asmark is proud to announce the Refresher Course for the Emergency Responseto Agrichemical Incidents
Training (Hazwoper for Ag) will be offered at centralized locations around the United States. We have
purchased a new truck and 36' trailer to mobilize the 8 Hour Refresher Course. Work has already begun to
design the scenarios and make the equipment into a self-contained training unit that can travel to farm
centers. The mobile Refresher Course should significantly reduce the travel costs associated with this annual
training and may even reduce the cost of registration.
Watch Your Mail!
Invitations to the Emergency Response to Agrichemical Incidents (Full 4 Day Course) will be mailed soon.
This will be our 5th year offering this training course and it is truly one of the best services of which we are
involved. We highly recommend this course for anyone at your facility who may be placed in a decisionmaking position when a spill or related accident occurs. The feedback for this course has been tremendous
with the number one cited result being the increased awareness of ways to prevent accidents.
Three New Videos for 20001
Production will begin in April on Defensive Driving, Great Housekeepingand Hearing Conservation, the three
new videos for 2000. This years video project will be a cooperative effort between Royster-Clark, Crop
Production Services and Asmark. The new subjects will be added to the video sets this fall. A revised
Volume 6 of the "Safe Agribusiness Operations" training book will be available around mid May and will
include the 3 new video topics.

New!! DOTHazardous Materials Registration
Although this rulemaking was fought by the agricultural industry, more than 20,000 additional small
businesses will be required to register starting May 1st. Currently about 27,000 medium to large size
businesses are registered with the DOT and pay a flat $300 annual fee. Under the new program, any
business offering or transporting any placarded load of hazardous materials must register. A business with
100 or fewer employees would pay $300 per year (mostly independently-owned farm centers); and all other
businesses would pay $2,000 per year (Crop Production Services, Royster-Clark and Miles). Registration for
the 2000-2001 year should be completed before July 1, 2000. Practically everyone of our clients will be
affected by this new registration and fee. ReQistration forms will be available Aoril 24th bv callinQ
202-366-4109 and reQuestinQ "ReQistration Form DOT F 5800.2". While we can't register for you
(because the system prohibits third party involvement) we can help answer questions and walk you through
the process. If you have questions that we can help with, please don't hesitate to call.

Add KY to the List
The Kentucky Legislature passed a bill which criminalizes the possession of anhydrous ammonia in an
unapproved container. The bill also makes the theft of anhydrous ammonia a Class D felony and provides
protection to legitimate users such as farm centers from liability for injuries sustained by criminal tampering.
One provision of the bill requires registration, instead of the current licensing of facilities. The current
license fee was also eliminated.
Looking for Ways to Lower Your Compliance Costs?
Asmark provides as an additional service, access to a full line of safety equipment and compliance related
items at substantially discounted prices. Normal discounts range from 40-70%. Orders can be made
directly by calling 800-343-9505 or by calling Asmark. Shipments will be made directly to the ordering
facility with the invoice sent to Asmark. A copy of the invoice will be provided with Asmark's monthly billing.
Cost is actual reimbursement for the items purchased. Example products and prices:

Item

Description

Nitrile Gloves
Ammonia Gloves
Respirator
PVCApron
AmmoniaGoqqles
Chemical Goaales
Face Shield

15 mil unlined
12" Premium Red PVC
3M-7300 Half Mask
Green 20 mil
Non-vented
Vented - Splash
Premium Model K

Asmark's
Price
$1.26
1.88
27.31
2.55
1.95
1.35
10.55

Gempler's
Price
$2.39
3.89
55.29
4.95
4.90
5.50
21.60

Local
Price
$2.99
3.99
60.00
5.99
6.29
6.29
29.95

Asmark's prices from 2000 Price List. Gempler's prices from 2000 Master Catalog. Localprices from average hardware
or retail farmer supply.

The Last Laugh!
It seems "appropriate" that EPA was the only entity that we work with that did not have their computer
system Y2K compliant. If my memory serves me correctly, I believe it was EPAthat sent a threatening letter
to the farm centers stating "Y2K issues will not be an appropriate excuse for failing to report bulk
repackaging information". EPA's database of Pesticide-Producing Establishment Information was down at
the end of December and well into January.

OSHA Proposes Ergonomics Standard
Often referred to as matching the work to the worker, the proposed Ergonomics Standard would require all
general industry employers whose employees perform manufacturing or manual handling jobs to implement
a basic ergonomics program. If an employee experiences a work-related musculoskeletal disorder that is
considered OSHA recordable, the employer would be required to implement a full ergonomics program. If
approved as proposed, a full program would include:

..
..
.

management leadership and employee participation
hazard analysis of the job
implementation of engineering, work practice or administrative controls
training
musculoskeletal disorder management

Countdown on Cyanazine
EPA cancelled the registration of cyanazine products effective 12-31-99. Existing inventory that was
released by 12-31-99 can be legally distributed and sold through 9-30-2002. Farm Centers need to watch
their inventory of cyanazine products very closely and work to deplete all stock before the 2002 deadline.
We can tell you from experience that mismanaged inventory of EPA cancelled product can be very
expensive.

New Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
(FMCSA) Created
President Clinton signed the Motor Carrier Safety Improvement Act of 1999, which among other things,
created the FMCSA,a new agency within the Department of Transportation. The bill assigns responsibility
for management of the federal motor carrier safety regulations to the new agency and includes goals for:

.
.

.
.

increasing inspections and compliance reviews
eliminating the backlog of safety rulemaking
providing for sufficient numbers of inspectors, especially at borders
reforming the Commercial Drivers License program, among other reforms.

For years the Federal Highway Administration has been under fire from Congress about the backlog of
compliance reviews and lack of progress in rulemaking and enforcement. This bill was popular with
legislators, passing the House by a vote of 415 to 5.
Can't Win Them All!
About 45 days after OSHA made public a letter of interpretation stating "employers are responsible for the
safety of employees while working at home" Secretary of Labor Alexis Herman withdrew the letter.
Members of Congress expressed great concern and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce said "it was
outrageous".
Excellence in Application Expo - Back by Popular Demand!
One of the best experiences that I have been involved with in recent years, was an internal program titled
Excellence in Application. It was sponsored by Crop Production Services and targeted their "link" to a
satisfied customer - the custom applicator. CPS brought in respected and common-sense speakers from
around the country to present a professional message to their applicators. Topics presented ranged from
the basic calibration and drift control to some of the new high tech services such as GPS. CPSbrought in all
their applicators from across 16 states to participate in the sessions and held it in conjunction with IFCA's
MAGIEShow. The message was clear...OUR APPLICATORSAREIMPORTANTTO OUR BUSINESS! I'm proud
to report the 2000 version of Excellence in Application is being planned now. Crop Production Services is to
be commended for spending the time and money to present this program.
'Tis the Season. . .
. . . to try to put off our paperwork. It's an age old problem of trying to run a business while "maneuvering"
through the tidal wave of paperwork required to run a business these days. We know you are busy, but
please keep the following in mind:

.
.

.
.

we won't send you anything that is not required
all newhire training materials must be returned (even if the person doesn't show up)
all driver qualification files must be completed within 30 days by law
doing your paperwork correctly and completely the first time will save you $$$

Please communicate with us. It will save your location money by letting us know when a newhire doesn't
show up for work and won't need their newhire kit. It will save your location money and may avoid the
disqualification of one of your drivers by making sure the driver qualification information is completed before
it is returned. Believe it or not we are on your side. . .our job is to help you through the
paperwork. . .and we are responsible to see the job is done. . .but please don't forget. . .we
appreciate your business!
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