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Exciting Times!
The initial response to the January 20th announcement on forming the Asmark Institute has been
overwhelmingly positive from industry. We especially appreciate the feedback from our clients. 2005
promises to be an exciting year as there is much to do to make the transformation smooth. Work has
already begun on organizing the new institute and planning some of the new features such as a new
website. We will keep you posted as progress is made.
Now That's Progress!
Back in 1992 Asmark first introduced training
videos tailored to ag retailers. The cost started
at $2.50 per subject and it took one person to
administer the training for less than 100
locations. Technology and some more clients
have created many milestones since that time.
The latest milestone occurred this past month
when Sherri successfully implemented her 30
month long project to automate the grading of
training certificates. Sherri not only found a way
to automate the grading process but her new
program populates the main database with the
scores. Today, with 1,000 locations, the cost is
only a $1.00 per subject and still requires
basically one person's time as a result of Sherri's
hard work. Great job Sherri!
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The Lloyd Burling Edition Terra-Gator won 1st Place in the
24th Annual Gateway Mid-America Toy Show in St Louis.
Posing is Lloyd Burling and the craftsmen who built the
1/8 scale model from scratch. From left: James Sauer,
Lloyd Burling, Sam Sauer & Harold Swift. The replica was
built to honor Lloyd for his service to ag retailers.

New Website Features for 2005
Three new features are being added to the website based on requests we have received in the past year.
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One new feature will allow you the option to receive your new hire kits via electronic delivery
to save time and money. An Email will notify you that your kit is ready to be downloaded before
8:00 am the following day. This new feature will work especially well if you have at least a 12 page
per minute printer and a good internet connection.
Occasionally supplemental training subjects may be required for new employees. Twelve of
these subjects have been added to the Initiation Form and are now available to have a certificate
included in your new hire or re-hire kits as needed.
In cooperation with iiX, the leading web-based provider of motor vehicle records (MVRs), we will
offer our clients access to the iiX MVR retrieval system. Asmark will sponsor a program that
connects you directly to iiX through our website, prepares the initial agreement and incorporates
billings into our monthly invoices. The website will be designed to walk locations through the MVR
process in a legal manner. More than 90% of MVRs are available instantly and the cost will be
$2.00 in addition to the state fee.

Background Check Update
Expect a lot of confusion. Start early to renew your license if you have a HazMat endorsement. Good luck!
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Fingerprint Update
The Department of Transportation (DOT) announced details in January regarding the fingerprint aspect of
CDL background checks. Feesare expected to be between $80 to $200 depending on the state. States can
either choose to administer the program themselves or utilize the Transportation Security Administration
(TSA) contractor. Feedback so far from our clients indicate you may need to allow time to travel to one of
the limited number of fingerprinting sites available. Some states may have as little as two central sites to
administer fingerprints.
DOT Exemption Announced for Nurse Wagons Missing Data Plates
The Department of Transportation (DOT) regulates cargo tanks such as nurse wagons used for anhydrous
ammonia. Each nurse wagon is manufactured to American Society of Mechanical Engineer (ASME)
standards, which includes the attachment of a data plate at the time of manufacturing. Due to weather,
routine maintenance and other factors, a number of tanks have been determined to be in operation with no
data plate. While it is currently illegal to use a tank without a data plate in the United States, there has been
no organized enforcement activity. The explosion of a tank containing compressed gases in the Midwest and
the results of an enforcement action on the east coast prompted DOT to review this issue. DOT's interest in
the subject led The Fertilizer Institut~ em) to seek an exemption on behalf of the parties involved. TFI has
been notified by DOT that an exemption has been granted. Tanks in operation without data plates will be
allowed to remain in service as long as they pass a series of inspections. Tests will include visual, tank wall
thickness and pressuretest. More specific information on this subject will be available in the coming weeks.
On-Farm Storage Containment Deadline
June 30, 2005 is the deadline for all on-farm storage facilities located in Illinois to have secondary
containment constructed. An on-farm storage facility is defined as a permanent site that is designed and
used for the non-commercial storage of pesticides or fertilizers for more than 45 consecutive days in a single
non-mobile container with a capacity of 300 gallons or more of bulk liquid pesticides, or 300 pounds or more
of bulk dry pesticides, or 5,000 gallons or more of bulk liquid fertilizer, or 50,000 pounds or more of bulk dry
fertilizer.
Undeclared Hazardous Materials
Beginning January 1, 2005, all carriers will be required to report to DOT any undeclared hazardous materials
found in their networks. For our clients this means special attention should be paid when shipping paints,
aerosols, crop protection chemicals or any other hazardous materials to ensure shipments are properly
documented with shipping papers, labels and other DOT requirements. Reports of this nature will prompt a
federal investigation of your business by the Department of Transportation.
SVA Cost Reduced for Asmark Clients
Originally the cost of performing' a security vulnerability assessment(SVA) was $60 for clients of Asmark. As
anticipated, the number performed has been sufficient enough to reduce the price to $27.50 per SVA report.
The initial programming and software maintenance expense has been reimbursed and allows for this price
reduction. We believe the new reduced price will allow for routine maintenance. SVAsperformed through
the Agribusiness Security Working Group will remain unchanged at a rate of $75 to $300, with revenues
generated going to industry.
OSHA 300A Reminder
It's time to complete your 2004 injury and illness record-keeping obligations by posting a copy of your 300A
Summary of Work-Related Injuries and Illnesses. The form should be completed and posted for the 90 day
period starting February 1st. Asmark retainer clients will find this form in the Hazard Communication section
of their ComplianceManual. For multi-outlet clients this requirement is fulfilled at the corporate level.

New "IURA" Rule Slated to Affect Ag Retailers
EPA has finalized the Inventory Update Rule Amendment (IURA) rule requiring anyone who receives certain
imported fertilizer to maintain records and report to EPAstarting in 2006. We anticipate developing a webbased reporting tool much like the Pesticide-Production Report tool to assist our clients with this
requirement. More specific information on this subject will be available in the coming months.

