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New Worker Protection Standards fWPS) The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has issued
new standards to protect the nation's 3.9 million agricultural workers from occupational exposure to
dangerous pesticides. The rule requires personal protective gear for all pesticides used on farms,
forests, nurseries and greenhouses.

It establishes restricted entry intervals

- specific

time periods

ranging from 12 to 72 hours, when workers must stay out of fields or other areas following pesticide
application.
The rule also requires that employers supply workers with soap, water, and towels for decontamination,
and provide emergency transportation to workers who are injured or poisoned by pesticides. Moreover,
it requires that employers give workers safety training about pesticide hazards, and that handlers not
apply pesticides in ways that can expose workers or other people. Between 10,000 and 20,000 cases of
pesticide poisonings are reported each year, EPA says. All parts of the standard will be enforceable,
beginning on April 15, 1994.
Hours of Service Rule DOT proposed new hours of service regulations in August for commercial
motor vehicle drivers. The proposal has met with much opposition from various safety organizations
citing a potential increase in fatalities due to driver fatigue. Currently, our sources give it a 55% chance
of passing early-on in 1993.
Asmark On-Line with Coll1Duterized MSDS We are please to announce the
addition of on-line computerized MSDS information. Our plans are to utilize
this service to check the revision dates on MSDS prior to printing the 1993
MSDS Files. We can now transmit MSDS information directly to you for those
hard to obtain products, specialty products or in cases of emergency.
Non-Flammable Gas vs. 1005 Placards The new DOT Hazardous Materials rules require nurse tanks
used for transporting anhydrous ammonia to be marked with the "numbered" 1005 placards by
October 1, 1992. When ordering be sure to ask for post-HM181 placards with the proper hazard class
and division.
Methyl Bromide - Placards Reouired for ALL Amounts Effective October 1, 1992 the proper
shipping description for methyl bromide must include the words "poison-inhalation hazard".
Implementation of HM-181 also requires that any amount of a product identified as a poison-inhalation
hazard be placarded on all four sides of the vehicle transporting the product.
(over, please)

FHWA Proooses Routine Reauirem~nts Comment period ended October 30, 1992 for a proposal
which would require a motor carrier who transports hazardous materials, in quantities requiring
placarding, to comply with routing requirements established at the statellocallevel. The proposed rule
is designed to enhance safety to the public.
DOT Announces Intent to Soot-Check 24 Hour Numbers According to the DOT, the agency intends
to spot-check the 24 hour telephone contact in the event of chemical transport emergencies. Business
responders should be prepared for a "test" call at any time their vehicle(s) are on the road.
Rule Mandates Certification of AIC Reoairmen In an effort to reduce the damaging effect CFC's
have on the ozone layer, the EPA has finalized regulations which require persons who repair or service
motor vehicle air conditioning units to be certified in refrigerant recovery. These provisions became
effective August 13, 1992.
Enforcement Activities Steooed Uo Recent revisions to the Motor Carrier Safety Assistance Program
will increase state enforcement of the Motor Carrier and Hazardous Materials regulations by carefully
evaluating compliance and refusing to grant federal fund for states out of compliance. We recommend
you take time to familiarize yourself with the questions asked during a DOT Safety and Compliance
Review.
OSHA Standards Most Freauentlv Violated (1991)
Subject

Standard
Section

Hazard Communication/General Industry
Hazard Communication/Construction Industry
Lockoutlfagout
Scaffolding
Power Transmission Equipment
Record Keeping
WIring Methods/General Industry
OSHA Notice
Machine Guarding
Employee Exposure/Medical-Record Access
WIring Design/Construction
Respiratory Protection
Guardrails
Abrasive-Wheel Guarding
General Electric Requirements
Flammable and Combustible Liquids
WIring Methods/Construction
Spray Finishing
General Duty Clause

1910.1200
1926.59
1910.147
1926.451
1910.219
1904.2
1910.305
1903.2
1910.212
1910.20
1926.404
1910.134
1926.500
1910.215
1910.303
1910.106
1926.405
1910.107
Section 5 (a) (1)

Alleged
Violations
19,214
16,894
6,110
5,001
4,995
4,623
4,323
4,185
4,090
3,939
3,922
3,868
3,555
3,405
3,115
3,049
2,761
2,666
2,228

Dealers Exemnt From OSHA Rule OSHA has stated that retail dealers are exempt from the
requirements of its extensive new process safety rule. The rule requires employers who use, store,
manufacture, or handle hazardous chemicals above certain levels to keep records of employee
protection practices.
Food SafetY an Issue The current feeling is that 1993 will be the year of Food Safety and
reauthorizations. The Clinton/Gore victory, the recent California Delaney Court Decision and changes
in the House and Senate Agricultural Committees will add up to a tough year for the pesticide industry.
Can You Relate? $10.7 billion, 59% of the nation's banks' profits, went to defer the costs of industry
rules and regulation, or so says the American Bankers Association. In a survey of bank compliance
costs and their effects on the economy, other findings include:

.
.

Smaller banks pay a disproportionately high percent of operating costs and profits on
regulatory compliance.
Bankers could support an additional $20 billion to $30 billion of additional lending each year
if only 25% of the resources banks now spend on compliance could be redirected to bank
capital.
.

Fundamental Principles For Aericultur~1 Chemical Storaee The Midwest Agricultural Chemicals
Association has developed and released a draft principle for the warehousing of packaged ag chemicals.
The purpose of the draft is to improve safety at agricultural package chemical warehouse and to enhance
compliance with the rules which the EPA will eventually establish. A copy of the draft is available from
our office.
Recordkeenin~ ReQuirements Debated Final outcome of the requirements for farmers recordkeeping
of restricted-use pesticide applications is not expected until late January 1993 due basically to unclear
objectives and the potential burden the rule would impose.
Undereround Storaee Tanks lUST) Deadline This deadline for persons owning UST's installed
between 1975 and 1979 to install release detection for tanks and suction piping.
FHWA Proposes Accident R~1)ortin~ Be Done By States Motor Carriers would no longer be required
to submit accident reports (MCS 50-T) to the Federal Highway Administration under a proposed rule.
Accident information on motor carriers would be obtained from state-required police reports. The
information would be transmitted electronically via SAFETYNET, a nationwide computer system.
Final rule is expected by December 1992.

(over, please)

Survey Indicates Herbicide Use Corn and soybeans accounted for approximately 277 million acres of
herbicide usage in 1990, according to a survey recently released by the National Agricultural Statistics
Service (NASS) of the USDA. According to the survey, herbicides were applied to about 150.5 million
acres of corn and 127 million acres of soybeans throughout the U.S.
The survey listed acres applied for major products in each crop. Following is a listing of herbicide
brands by crop and acres of usage in 1990, according to NASS.

Herbicide
Atrazine (AAtrex, etc.)
Dual
Lasso
Bladex
Banvel
2,4-D
Eradicane
Buctril
Sutan
Prowl
Princep
Roundup
Ramrod
Gnimoxone
Basagran
Herbicide
Treflan{frilin{fri -4

Classic

SencorJLexone

Scepter
Basagran
Prowl
Lasso
Pursuit
Dual
Blazer
Command
Lorox/Linex
Fusilade
Roundup
Sonalan
Poast
Pinnacle
Assure
2,4-DB
Reflex
Gramoxone
Cobra
Amiben

Corn Acres
Receiving
51,507,000
19,402,000
18,611,000
13,543,000
13,542,000

9,025,000
6,898,000
4,386,000
3,560,000
3,041,000
1,300,000
1,187,000
1,038,000
983,000
890,000

Soybean Acres
Receiving
21,714,000
12,198,000
11,260,000

9,648,000
9,223,000
7,880,000
7,763,000
6,415,000
5,662,000
4,244,000
4,103,000
3,334,000
3,274,000
3,121,000
2,774,000
2,485,000
2,196,000
1,650,000
1,518,000
1,400,000
1,098,000
751,000
674,000
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